DEFINITION OF TERMS
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RELIGIOUS TERMS
A scientific study of religion waits upon many things ; of
which one is a clear definition of its terms. In this book,
the following words have been used with the following
meanings:
religion : that aspect of a person's life, or of his society's life,
which that person regards as religion.
M.uslim : any person who calls himself a Muslim.
Islam : the religion of the Muslims.
The aim must be, as in all the sciences, to employ con-
cepts which are operationally definable. Unless words can
be chosen with meanings on which everyone can at once
agree, no matter what may be his religious views, there is
little hope for progress in understanding.
It has long been a classic problem to discover some
definition of ' religion ' which will satisfy divergent parties
in a discussion, so that they can agree at least on what" it
is that they are discussing. The present writer readily
admits that he has no final solution for this crucial problem.
But the definition suggested above is offered as a tentative
approach to a solution. Its principal defect seems to be
that, as it stands, it is valid only in the English language